The Elizabethan Playhouse                      95-

Fortune was square, but the pictures which remain of the
outside of other theatres show that they were circular or
hexagonal. Within there were three tiers of galleries look-
ing down upon the yard or pit where the poorer spectators

THE EXTERIOR OF THE GLOBE PLAYHOUSE,
FROM VESCHER'S VIEW OF LONDON, 1616

stood3 or possibly sat on stools. The stage itself, which Is
technically called an * apron stage/ jutted out into the
yard, so that when the house was crowded the players
were surrounded on three sides. Over the stage there was
a 'shadow' or roof which protected the players from the
rain. At the back of the stage on either side there were